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DISCLOSING PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION (PHI) FOR

 TREATMENT PURPOSES
There have been concerns brought forth on the part of health care providers
 related to difficulties in obtaining critical patient information from other health care providers for purposes of treatment.   

Key Points:

· HIPAA 164.506 and Wisconsin Statute 146.81 allow for the sharing of patient protected health information between health care providers for treatment purposes and no patient authorization is required.

· Wisconsin 51.30 allows for the sharing of patient protected health information, without authorization, in a medical emergency with a licensed physician who has determined that the life or health of the individual is in danger and that treatment without the information could be injurious to the patient’s health.

· HIPAA 164.506 and Wisconsin Statute 252.15 allow for the sharing of patient protected health information between health care providers for treatment purposes and no patient authorization is required.

HIPAA COW at its website, www.hipaacow.org., has an analysis of HIPAA and Wisconsin law and documents addressing acceptable Wisconsin practices with regard to responding to authorizations.  

Health care providers are encouraged to evaluate procedures to assure that disclosure of PHI to other health care providers for treatment purposes is provided expediently and without restrictions.  
HIPAA COW is dedicated to working with all providers and covered entities to assist in the challenge of developing compliant privacy practices.  
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� Wisconsin statute 146.81(1)(a)-(p) provides a listing of categories defined as “health care providers.”





______________________________________________________________________________

 ( Copyright 2005 HIPAA COW                                                                                                                     1

