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* * * *

Background on the HIPAA COW NPI Type I and Type II Information Exchange Standard Formats

The Information Exchange Standard Formats are used voluntarily between two organizations that wish to exchange or communicate their NPI(s).  The formats are not required by HIPAA or any legislation.  The formats establish a consistent file and data standard for parties who are exchanging NPIs. For many senders, who have to communicate their NPI(s), the standard formats allow them to use the same file format, regardless of the receiver. The consistent format and data also assist receivers by giving them the information they need to build their crosswalks for their systems.

Regarding disclosure of NPIs, the Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 15 / Friday, January 23, 2004 / Rules and Regulations, Page 3445 indicates:  “Covered health care providers must disclose their NPIs to other entities that need those health care providers’ NPIs for use in standard transactions.”  So an individual provider, if requested, will need to disclose his/her NPI. Likewise, if a healthcare organization is asked to disclose their NPI(s), they must also disclose their NPI(s).  

HIPAA COW has developed the following templates to use for exchanging NPIs. Because exchanging NPIs can be done on a national level, the HIPAA COW NPI Information Exchange Committee has followed the MN HIPAA Collaborative Electronic NPI Data Elements Word document and WEDI’s recommendations and templates to facilitate greater ease in exchanging NPIs nationally.

Type I (Individual NPIs) Format – HIPAA COW Standard 1.1

	Column
	Data Element Name
	Usage


	Length
	Data Attributes
	Comments

	A
	Transaction Identifier
	Required
	9
	A/N(9)
	Always use “Type 1” 

	B
	File Creation Date
	Required
	14
	N(14)
	Date the file was created Format: YYYYMMDDhhmmss

	C
	Sending Organization Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Name of health care organization

	D
	Sending Organization Tax ID
	Required
	9
	A/N(9)
	Tax ID of Health System, Hospital, Clinic, etc. (format 999999999)

	E
	Recipient Type
	Required
	8
	A/N(8)
	Always use “Payer” or “Payee”

	F
	Recipient Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Organization Name

	G
	Contact First Name
	Required
	35
	A/N(35)
	First name of contact person for questions

	H
	Contact Last Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Last name of contact person for questions

	I
	Contact Phone Number
	Required
	10
	N(10)
	Phone number for contact person

	J
	Contact Email Address
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Email for contact person

	K
	Doing Business As
	Optional
	75
	A/N(75)
	Doing Business As Name

	L
	Provider First Name
	Required
	35
	A/N(35)
	First name of provider

	M
	Provider Last Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Last name of provider

	N
	Provider Middle Initial
	Optional
	1
	A/N(1)
	Middle initial of provider

	O
	Credential (MD. D.O. etc)
	Optional
	35
	A/N(35)
	Provider credential

	P
	SSN or ITIN
	Optional
	9
	A/N(9)
	SSN  (format 999999999)

	Q
	DEA Number
	Optional
	9
	A/N(9)
	Provider’s DEA number (if available)

	R
	Gender
	Required
	1
	A/N(1)
	M=Male, F=Female, U=Unknown

	S
	Date of Birth
	Required
	8
	N(8)
	Format YYYYMMDD

	T
	State License Number
	Optional
	35
	A/N(35)
	License number on record (if applicable)

	U
	Issuing State
	Optional
	2
	A/N(2)
	State where license was issued

	V
	NPI
	Required
	10
	N(10)
	Type 1 NPI assigned by NPPES

	W
	Legacy ID if assigned by Payer receiving this file
	Situational
	13
	A/N(13)
	Either a payer-assigned legacy ID or a UPIN must be provided.

	X
	UPIN 
	Situational
	6
	A/N(6)
	Either a payer-assigned legacy ID or a UPIN must be provided

	Y
	Additional Legacy ID
	Optional
	13
	A/N(13)
	Additional Legacy ID if requested by Payer receiving this file.

	Z
	Taxonomy Code 1
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Provider

	AA
	Taxonomy Code 2
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Provider

	AB
	Taxonomy Code 3
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Provider

	AC
	Taxonomy Code 4
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Provider

	AD
	Taxonomy Code 5
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Provider

	AE
	Maintenance Code
	Required
	1
	A/N(1)
	Code used to indicate to recipient what to do with the information. Default is “A”

A=Add, M=Modify, D=Delete 

	AF
	NPI Issuance Date
	Optional
	8
	N(8)
	Date the NPI was Issued. Format: YYYYMMDD


Notes on NPI Type 1 Format 1.1

1. Provide all information in an Excel file with each row, detailed in the previous table, as a column in the file.

2. The Excel file must have all columns A through AF. The usage defines whether you must fill in the column or not. The usage definitions are the following.

· Required. You must send information in the column.

· Optional. You do not need to send information in this column, although it might be requested by a Payer for crosswalk purposes.

· Situational. Send information in this column if you have it and/or it’s requested.

3. Columns A through K are repeated on each row of the Excel file.

4. Each row in the file corresponds to one payer legacy number.  If you have more than one legacy number with the payer, you will have multiple rows. Additional Legacy ID (Column Y) is intended for additional identification a payer might require corresponding to aLegacy ID (Column W).

5. You can use the Maintenance Code (Column AE) to update NPI data previously sent to the recipient, if the recipient supports it.  The first time you send a row of data, use “A” for “Add.”  Use “M” for “Modify” to change a previously sent row (supply all data again, this time with one or more updated fields) and use “D” for “Delete” to delete a previously sent row (supply previously sent data).

6. This format follows the Minnesota Collaborative’s ENUF Data Content v1.1, with the additional columns: 

· Doing Business As (Column K)

· Additional Legacy ID (Column Y)

· Taxonomy Code 1 through Taxonomy Code 5 (Columns Z – AD)

· Maintenance Code (Column AE)

· NPI Issuance Date (Column AF)

7. This version has been updated from the NPI Type 1 HIPAA COW Standard 1.0 by adding the following columns:

· Doing Business As (Column K)

· Issuance Date (Column AF)

Type II (Organizational and/or Subpart NPIs) Format – HIPAA COW Standard 1.1

	Col
	Data Element 

Name
	Usage


	Max

Length
	Data Attributes
	Comments

	A
	Transaction Identifier
	Required
	9
	A/N(9)
	Always use “Type 2” 

	B
	File Creation Date
	Required
	14
	N(14)
	Date the file was created Format: YYYYMMDDhhmmss

	C
	Sending Organization Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Name of health care organization

	D
	Sending Organization Tax ID
	Required
	9
	A/N(9)
	Tax ID of Health System, Hospital, Clinic, etc. (format 999999999)

	E
	Recipient Type
	Required
	8
	A/N(8)
	Use one of these: Payer, Provider, ClrHs

	F
	Recipient Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Recipient Name

	G
	Contact First Name
	Required
	35
	A/N(35)
	First name of contact person for questions

	H
	Contact Last Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Last name of contact person for questions

	I
	Contact Phone Number
	Required
	10
	N(10)
	Phone number for contact person

	J
	Contact Email Address
	Optional
	50
	A/N(50)
	Email for contact person

	K
	Doing Business As
	Optional
	75
	A/N(75)
	Doing Business As Name

	L
	NPI
	Required
	10
	N(10)
	Type 2 NPI assigned by NPPES

	M
	Entity Name
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Name of entity for Type 2 NPI

	N
	Mailing Street Address 1
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Mailing Address of Entity

	O
	Mailing Street Address 2
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Mailing Address Line 2 of Entity

	P
	Mailing City
	Required
	35
	A/N(35)
	Mailing Address City of Entity

	Q
	Mailing State
	Required
	2
	A/N(2)
	Mailing Address State of Entity

	R
	Mailing Zip
	Required
	9
	N(9)
	Mailing Zip code of Entity.  Format: Zip + 4

	S
	Location Street Address 1
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Location Address of Entity

	T
	Location Street Address 2
	Required
	50
	A/N(50)
	Location Address Line 2 of Entity

	U
	Location City
	Required
	35
	A/N(35)
	Location Address City of Entity

	V
	Location State
	Required
	2
	A/N(2)
	Location Address State of Entity

	W
	Location Zip
	Required
	9
	N(9)
	Location Zip code of Entity.  Format: Zip + 4

	X
	Federal Tax ID
	Required
	9
	N(9)
	Tax ID of Entity

	Y
	Taxonomy Code 1
	Required
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Organization

	Z
	Taxonomy Code 2
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Organization

	AA
	Taxonomy Code 3
	Optional
	20
	A/N(20)
	Taxonomy Code for Organization

	AB
	State License Number
	Optional
	35
	A/N(35)
	License Number on record (if applicable)

	AC
	License Issuing State
	Optional
	2
	A/N(2)
	State where license issued

	AD
	NCPDP Number
	Optional
	7
	A/N(7)
	The NCPDP Provider ID is a seven-digit identifier for licensed pharmacy and qualified Non-Pharmacy Dispensing Sites.

	AE
	DUNS Number
	Optional
	9
	A/N(9)
	DUNS stands for "Data Universal Numbering System." It is a unique nine-digit numbering system that is used to identify a business.

	AF
	Legacy ID 
	Required
	13
	A/N(13)
	Payer assigned Legacy ID. Needed by payers to crosswalk claims. Payers define in provider communication.

	AG
	Additional Legacy ID
	Situational
	13
	A/N(13)
	Use if payer uses combination of Legacy IDs. Payer defines in provider communication. Do not use for multiple legacy ids for the same payer. See Notes below.

	AH
	Remittance NPI
	Optional
	10
	N(10)
	If you plan on agreeing with plan or provider on a remittance NPI, this is the remittance NPI your organization wants to use.

	AI
	Maintenance Code
	Required
	1
	A/N(1)
	Code used to indicate to recipient what to do with the information. A=Add, M=Modify, D=Delete.  For first time, use “A.”

	AJ
	NPI Issuance Date
	Optional
	8
	N(8)
	Date the NPI was Issued. Format: YYYYMMDD


Notes on NPI Type 2 Format 1.1
1. Provide all information in an Excel file with each row in the preceding format as a column in the file.

2. The Excel file must have all columns A through AJ. The usage defines whether you must fill in the column or not. The usage definitions are the following.

· Required. You must send information in the column.

· Optional.  You do not need to send information in this column, although it might be requested by a Payer for crosswalk purposes.

· Situational. Send information in this column if you have it and/or it’s requested.

3. Columns A through K are repeated on each row of the Excel file.

4. Each row in the file corresponds to one payer legacy number.  If you have more than one legacy number with the payer, you will have multiple rows. Additional Legacy ID (Column AG) is intended for additional identification a payer might require corresponding to Legacy ID (Column AF).

5. You can use the Maintenance Code (Column AE) to update NPI data you have previously sent to the recipient, if the recipient supports it.  The first time you send a row of data, use “A” for “Add.”  Use “M” for “Modify” to change a previously sent row (supply all data again, this time with one or more updated fields) and use “D” for “Delete” to delete a previously sent row (supply previously sent data).

6. This format follows the Minnesota Collaborative’s and WEDI’s recommendations on Information Exchange.

7. This HIPAA COW standard for NPI Type 2 Format has just been added to the HIPAA COW Information Exchange Standard Formats. The version reflects the overall version number of 1.1.
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